
BUILDINGI Industrious aesthetic: work-live studios by Robert Barnes

Robert Thorne on an
innovotive scheme of

artists studios. Photos:
David Crondorge.

Abov. Raaflights doylight the
Iivtn9 5pacs dnd, vio voids cut ln

the tarmet rcalsldb, \tudias below
Section slrdtoJ dre bocl to boci

wth o centtul escoPe ca dal

Of those who subscribe ro rhe gospel of
mixed use, few achiere it. Ar lhe ourser
manr fall foul of ihe planning systen s
continLLed wofship of,onnig or financial
insdturions abhorreDce of rhe comple\
legal arrangemeuts. Orhers hale onh a
drallorr inlerest in I long rern re$rlr and
arc coDrent  io  fe ign bel ie f in  mixcd use as
a \a\  o l  g . r inhg rer  anorher  rcs ideni i i l
de le loprr rent .  The l rork e lemenr in  l i \c
rvofk is olien ffagile and t.rnsirofr'.

\\:hat has happenecl in ONman Road.

JL'st soLuh of the Regenfs Canal nl
Hacknet :  is  a smal l  scalc  bu!  genuine
mixed use lcDrue. Designe.l bf Roberr
Ian Barnes, \ch i recrs.  rhe scheme hrs
bee' r  s l ipped nrro aD afer  \ rhefc unr i l  no$
old ' fashioncd zonine has r t r lec l  tupfe re l
rn nrdusr ia l  so ip a longside rhe c)nal .
backecl  b\  I  h inref lur tc l  r ) i  inref \ i I  . ( t r r rL
cil flats. \\'hat has bcen pefnrirrecl is nor
l i \e jvo.k b(Lr  $o.k l i \e ,  \ r i rh  rhe enrpl ias is
or1 rvorkspaces \rhich happe ro ha\e
y)n)c acconrlno.hrion atrxchcd.

The nes.r t ixr iors lvh ich a l lo \ red rh is  ro
happen afose t r  orn a lpecia l  ser  ofc i fc |nr-
slnnces. Sin.e l-979 Acrne hii.i bccrr r
br l rorcL in  rhe sur \n ing pr f rs . , l  inc lusrr i r l
Loridon a! an organisaiioD \!illitrg ro Dian
ige shofc l i fe  propcrn for  o le as i rdsrs
studios. ln  a sensc i r  has acred !s  d ie bro-
kef ber$een the fading \t'orl.L oidre \!ofk
shop rnc i  factor \  i rnc l  the enrcrSing\o d
ol  d lc  la .ge scr le x  isr .  \ - - i rhef  Pol lock-
Ranschenberg an. l  r l )c i I  imi l l ( ,  ) . (  l1o '  rh.
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Robert 3nrne5 writes:
rhe A.ne Studias praject
represents o steP tatuo.d rn the
t.ote ond funding ot otti\t 5tudnt.
providing eight ||o*llive unit5 at-
tehed to a larget ttudia conpt,.,
within o t'amer cigdtette la.tor.
tn eost Landon. Thewo Jive
studiat, farned bf addina a i,t.
ttaar of living spaces, orc benitr
satd - by priority ta artbrt os
shettson 125 yeot leotes. fhis wrl
prcvide copitaltat Ihe puEhote oi
the fteehold of the enlre site,
\ecuting the .antinuetl use ot rhe
ett of the ptenbes ot nudias.

fhe design it chotu.tetised by
sinple fom ond dittinctive
nal{jolity - o nil-frnbh olutuini
un box - ta define d buildihg in
dn existing tituotion. fhe bax hds
ns a|'n tuno.e qrtkulotion with
ldrye exponse\ of glos b flaod
Ihe deep-plon inteior with tight. A
lightweight n.el and timbet sttu.-
tue sitt on the rcinfo.ced cnctete
tuone of the oiginol buildihg.
Fout units foce A6non Raad dnd
tour toce Mill Ro'9, to the rcat wiL\
its dtive-thrcugh po*ing yatd
se.ured by golvanized steel gates.
Edch unit hds its avn gtaund kvet
enttunce ledding dircctly into the
studto \Poce. voids ollo'| genercus
tight hom lorye Reglit toollights ta
reoch the deep'plon studia spd6,
Calvonized \teel tpitdt stoi@ses
91ve occes to the fin-floo. tiving
quorte6 wht.h dte rco.ly fat deco-
tutian, with copped setoi.es.
Aakonised steel bidges with
nesh floor ond open baluntudes
canplete the ind u ntiol o es theti..
Right/bottom O^dd, Jtreer
unit entrcn.e ond oblique view
Sire pla. Work/]tu unltt at lelt.
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pioneers of insrallation art corceiled of
thcir wofk as a r!a\ offilling lrcanr indus-
u ia l  noohpace -  bur  rh is  ha!  been orrc
'n l l , ,  b \+ro.LLrcr  of  rhei f  i  f luerrcc Olc l
r l ,c  \e : r fs  . \cDre h15 hehed s. , 'nc .1.0r) r )

x r r i s ( s ( , ) r \ o i . l \ ( r k i n q . l l h o n r c b \  p f o \ j . l -
i rS . r  I r re 5prc ions.  i l  uncl tDx!ou ' .

one o l  rhe bui ld incs $hich \cnr(  r , rck
o\ t |  rn rhe l9S: l  \ i r \  rhc 1 l ) l1 : rc f . l l rhn
Pl i r \er  c iLr .errc  1: tc(o, \  (u\ rd r ts( ,  l i , r  !
t i rnr  ro | l l r le  f . r (hf  .onrptnretr r \ ) .  r
{ ( )ugh.  aeDcroLr ih g l i r r .d  l ! ) i t r l \  b l , )ck
\1r i .h  h. r i .orn. '  rd  re l l  t l ) f  ( i ;  \ ru( l i ,^ .
Thc chr lLc ro bu\  rhc r i ,  r , ) r \ .  p tur  rhc
inS' | leefr ' )g  pfenr iser  De\(  do, , f .
ur lenlhcd rhe ide!  of  pr(^ i ( l in{  , r l  jL ' ! t
srndio spxce bur  ! )Drr  re l r rcd hou. i rg a,
\e l l .  A dct i  c . r l fu lar i rD o l  rhc { r ( r  r l l  t i ror -
pr . i  r  sar i i l led rhc p lnnncr \  rh i r r  rhe t r \ ing
elc 'nen(  f rpr .x  t r le . l  oDh rc pr f . i ,ur  of
r l r ' \ i i i  i r r . l  r h e r r l o r .  \ , r \  n , ) r  i r  r t l l . . l l  t r
.nr t , l , , \  nro {pr( .  i r r  r | ] .  .  ( r

T i r c  r L r L L ( l  | 1 r , ) l  r h , -  \ r L r \ i \ i l g  { i  : . t .

Ea-frr r  t -L il1
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srorer engheerin:l iforkdroP hrs diclated
RobertBafncs formrh fbr combining Ir\.
ing an.l lrorkhg. The eight trniN rll ha\e
d1e stlrdio space on thc grouncl lloo.l1ncl

Plans Craund ond uppet levels.
Iop fhe aluniniuh.tldd tualIap
bax ev.kes oh indutttiol .hot a.tet.
Below Ehtah.et ta rcot ele@tiah.

ln i l : j  i rbo le.  conDected b!  r  sp i r l  s ta i f
crse.  I i . ,o l l ighrs hc lp rhro\  . l : r r l ight  in to
dre srL( l ios l i i  r  \o i . l  iD rhe t l fs t  f loof .  Thc
br ick 'chd 11ofkshop br i ld ing rs  concrete
f i rme(I .  ̂ ppxfenl l r  ( le \ ig  ed lo f .  rddi
t ional  norc\ .  Bul  iusrer . l  o l  contnruntg i ' r
the srnrc i ( l ion)  Bar l rcs has optr ( l  fbr  ru
alunnrum-chd stecl-ftenrc bo\ - stiu
robusth in.ltrstrirl. as thc strcet dcurands.
but  c lear l r  scrr in i t  rnothcr  fuDct ion.

Fof iftists r.rsed to a ternpofrF eris
rcr lcc in  secoud{rrnd spacc 's .  thc uore l t r
ofrhcse p ur pose-desig ed stLrlios mxr be
^ slrcik. Thc unirs r.e behg narkcred iri
sbeU condidon ( r t  r .ound t250,000) and
no doLrbi sill be coloniscd ni a \aricn of
wi\s. BI conrl?sI dle ertedor gries no lec-
wd ro,  indhidLr . l l  e \pfession.  The rhL
miniuDr upper s torc\  is  as enooth , rs  a
cigaf crse rnd \orl.l bc .LisfiijLucd b!
adrpLr t ion.  \ecD .L(n!n th.  s t lecr ,  i r
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.  l , : . (  . rLr  . ! r  ins l r l l . rL i tnr  r I i r r  h is
i , r1, , . rn c  t l t r  i iD\  i r ) , r t r r t iDt .

\ l I i \  \ur l io  b locks in  Hrcknev and
- \1, . , (  l ) r \c  cn jo\e. l  on l !  a  shor t  ar is-

.  . r . r r ( , '  b . f i rc  pefmanlAnt  conve.-

. , ,  ! i .u  r  xpar  Lnlcrrs .  Thus fhc nrr isr ic
, i.r is pushc.l tufther :rud fLrfther

. , ,L nDr! Rox.l has been designed ro
i r iL l i  rh i .h  pronr ises I  rnofe endLrr-

r  L, r i \cd usc l i f t .  Unlcss oIcourse ar t is ts
. ,  I  L(1.  thrr  a sp.re bedrooni  $ 'as good

. i ,L ,ueh af ter  a l l ,  or  thar  the computer
r rrcn is more to their tastc rhanacareful-
h .r rticLl top-Lit studio space.

t{b. t r\rtt r 4 hxk'ian ili Akn turtd J A:etidta.

Above Uppetlevel interiat; rcaflight/vnnda|9 detoil.
rop right E\tape tbn ahthe||estflonk
Sediars Clozed tteen ond oluniniun-.lod wall.

r: i !d Aos{ ri sridAkh 'eR; prdFdrim xob€(

,: r. !rrj lu{r.f,rr l ima [tauennv
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