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‘ART GALLERY CLOSED’ SIGN IS ARTIST’S 

                        NEW WORK FOR CAMPAIGN 
 
A new work by British artist, Bob and Roberta Smith created specially for the 
campaign supported by over 100 leading British artists against the government’s 
proposed funding cuts of the arts is released today. 
 
The work shows a sign on an art gallery door with the following text: 
 

ART GALLERY CLOSED 
SUNDAY 
MONDAY 
TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 
THURSDAY 

ADMISSION £17.50 
 
 
Artist Patrick Brill, better known as Bob and Roberta Smith, currently lives and works 
in London. He is known for artwork that incorporates text - often commenting on art, 
politics, or popular culture — in his unique, brightly colored lettering style on banners 
and discarded boards of wood. He became a Tate Trustee in 2009. 
 
Two challenging new works by artist Mark Titchner are also unveiled today across 
two UK cities as part of the campaign. The Turner Prize nominated artist’s work uses 
direct language in strong political graphic forms. His lead artwork demands ‘DON’T 
LET THEM DESTROY ANOTHER BRITISH INDUSTRY!’ tying the debate on cuts to 
the arts to other vital large-scale industries currently and previously under threat. The 
striking graphic works will be visible on a quarter of all available official city poster 
sites across Birmingham from 12 October to 26 October courtesy of Eastside 
Projects, an artist-run public gallery in the centre of Birmingham. Titchner has 
purposefully pitched the phrase in a city where cuts to major industries over the past 
decade have had dramatic impact. 
 
25,000 flyers baring the slogan will also be handed out at Frieze Art Fair in Regents 
Park this week alongside two billboards featuring Titchner’s ‘Don’t Let Them Destroy’ 
image and his second work, which, with painful honesty, pleads ‘Cut Us, Don’t Kill 
Us.’ This will also be placed on the 6x3m billboard on the front façade of Eastside 
Projects. The artist is also developing a wishing machine to protect the arts 
organisation for the foreseeable future and which will also be installed on the public 
façade. 
 
Each week the work of a different artist, created in response to the campaign, is 
being released. The campaign was launched 10 September with a new video by 
David Shrigley and a campaign poster by Jeremy Deller, Scott King and William 

http://www.artinfo.com/search/results/?query=Patrick+Brill


Morris. This was followed by new works by Mark Wallinger, Yinka Shonibare and 
Cornelia Parker. 
 
Supporters of the artists’ campaign are being asked to sign a petition which will be 
sent to the Culture Secretary, Jeremy Hunt. It points out that it has taken 50 years to 
create a vibrant arts culture in Britain that is the envy of the world and appeals to the 
government not to slash arts funding and risk destroying this long-term achievement 
and the social and economic benefits it brings to all.  
 
The artists acknowledge that reasonable cuts and efficiencies are necessary but  
they fear that the 25% cuts being proposed will destroy much of what has been 
achieved and will have a particularly damaging impact on national and regional 
museums and their collections. 
 
The campaign is being organised by the London branch of a national consortium of 
over 2,000 arts organisations and artists dedicated to working together and finding 
new ways to support the arts in the UK.   
 
Full petition details on: 
 
http://www.savethearts.org.uk 
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Notes to Editors: 
 
 
Turning Point Network 
Turning Point Network is a national consortium of artists, arts professionals and arts 
organisations in England dedicated to working together to find new ways to 
strengthen the visual arts, and to support the arts more broadly. 
 
List of Artists who have signed the petition: 
  
Faisal Abduallah 
David Austen 
Charles Avery 
Fiona Banner 
Jordan Baseman 
Becky Beasley 
Zarina Bhimji 
Karla Black 
Martin Boyce 
Anthony Caro 

http://www.savethearts.org.uk/


Jake & Dinos Chapman  
Adam  Chodzko 
Steve Claydon 
Nathan Coley 
Matt Collishaw 
Nigel Cooke 
Tony Cragg 
Michael Craig-Martin 
Juan Cruz 
Ian Davenport 
Richard Deacon 
Tacita Dean 
Richard Deacon 
Jeremy Deller 
Willie Doherty 
Peter Doig 
Tracey Emin 
Nogah  Engler 
Luke Fowler 
Anya Gallaccio 
Ryan Gander 
Ori Gerscht 
Liam Gillick 
Andy Goldsworthy 
Douglas Gordon 
Antony Gormley 
Brian Griffiths 
Sunil Gupta 
Maggi Hambling 
Richard Hamilton 
Mona  Hatoum 
Susan Hiller 
Damien Hirst 
David  Hockney 
Howard Hodgkin 
Runa Islam 
Alison Jackson 
Chantal Joffe 
Isaac Julien 
Alan Kane 
Anish Kapoor 
Michael Landy 
Mark Leckey 
Hew Locke 
Sarah  Lucas 
Steve  McQueen 
Malcolm Morley 
Ron Mueck 
David  Nash 



Rosalind Nashashibi 
Mike Nelson 
Tim Noble 
Humphrey Ocean 
Harold  Offeh 
Julian  Opie 
Cornelia Parker 
Peter Peri 
Grayson Perry 
Susan Philipsz 
Tom Phillips 
Marc Quinn 
Fiona Rae 
Peter Randall-Page 
Bridget Riley 
Conrad Shawcross 
Yinka  Shonibare 
David  Shrigley 
Bob and Roberta Smith 
Terry Smith 
Simon Starling 
Sam Taylor-Wood 
Jurgen Teller 
Wolfgang Tillmans 
Mark Titchner 
Keith Tyson 
Francis Upritchard 
Jessica Voorsanger 
Mark Wallinger 
Rebecca Warren 
Gillian Wearing 
Sue Webster 
Richard Wentworth 
Rachel Whiteread 
Cathy Wilkes 
Jane and Louise Wilson 
Bill Woodrow 
Richard Wright 
Carey  Young 
Toby Ziegler 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 


