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Orsman Road
Studios, N1

We reported on the purchase of
our major studio site in Orsman
Road, Hackney, in our Summer
2000 Bulletin. Together with
our Copperfield Road and Fire
Station studios, purchased with
the help of National Lottery
funding, this represents the
third building to be acquired by
Acme for permanent use as
low-cost studios for artists. This
increase in the number of sites
we now own, not only makes us
less reliant on rented leasehold
property [which can be subject

. to large rent increases as

. property values increase), but
. also helps us to access the

. necessary finance to invest in
. the expansion of long term

. solutions to artists’ space

. needs in the capital.

- We have been leasing a large

. part of the Orsman Road com-
. plex since 1983 from a specialist |
' engineering company, Research
. Engineers Ltd., providing 30

- studios in 16,000 sq ft. The

. opportunity to buy the whole

- site arose two years ago with

~ the sale of the company and the
. relocation of their operation to

. another site.

Acme Studios Orsman Road, showing work/live
development in colour.

- There are two aspects to our

. development at Orsman Road.
| The first is the conversion of

- further parts of the site to

. provide non-residential studio

. space for artists on our waiting
. list. The second is a major

- building project to create 8

- work/live units for sale on the

- open market.

' The sale of these units provides
i the cross-subsidy to enable us

- to afford to buy the site and to

i maintain low-cost rents for

- artists in the studios. (Current

- inclusive rents are £5.50/sq ft/

- annum.) '
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The studio development,
completed in September and

now fully occupied, adds another |
. Cigarette factory. The skylights
~ in the original single storey
. structure have been opened

18 studios in 10,500 sq ft to
our stock of workspace units
in London.

The construction of the 8 work/
live studios began at the end of
July, and the project is due for
completion in February next
year. The work/live units have

been achieved by adding an addi-
- the site.

tional floor to an existing single
storey structure. The units are
designed so that the former
engineering workshop on the
ground floor forms the studio
workspaces, linked to new-build
residential first floor areas by
spiral staircases.

The units vary in size from
900 sq ft (83.6 sq m) to
2,190 sq ft (203.45 sq m).

The design of the units makes
as much use as possible of the

virtues and architectural style
of the original structure; built
in the 1930s as a Player’s

up to create floor voids above

- which are sited large skylights

- in the new first floor roof, flood-
- ing daylight throughout each

. unit. The new aluminium-clad

~ upper storey is in keeping with

the original industrial design of

- Our work/live units are being
- created in marked contrast to
- the very many, so-called,

- 'live/work’ developments

- currently being marketed

throughout London. The philos-
ophy and design of the majority

. of live/work schemes places

| the emphasis on the residential
- element; the work space is

. often small and, over time,

. may cease to be occupied for

. genuine employment use. Often

- 'live/work’ is simply another

- word for ‘loft-living’, a piece of
- marketing that has more to do
- with life style aspirations than
- deriving from a genuine need

- for people to work from home.

As with our Fire Station develop-
. ment in Gillender Street, E14,

the fundamental force behind

. our project at Orsman Road is,
- first and foremost, the need

- for artists to have adequate

. workspace. The use of these

workspaces is maximised by

- being able, literally in this
~ instance, to live over the shop.
- The living elements are neces-

sary and ancillary to the studios.
It is the artists’ professional
practice, their need for studio
space, that drives the whole

design and philosophy of our
work/live scheme.

Please see below for details of
- the scheme and where to obtain
i further information.




