
Support ing art & art ists since 1972
This bul let in is also
avai lable in large pr int
and on aud io  tape.

Orsman Road
Stud ios ,  N l

We repor ted on the purchase o f
ou r  ma jo r  s tud io  s i t e  i n  0 rsman
Road ,  Hackney ,  i n  ou r  Summer
2000 But te t in .  Together  w i th
ou r  Copper f  i eLd  Road  and  F i re
Stat ion s tud ios ,  purchased wi th
the heLp o f  Nat ionaL Lot tery
fund ing ,  t h i s  rep resen ts  the
th i rd  bu iLd ing  to  be  acqu i red  by
Acme fo r  pe rmanen t  use  as
[ow-cost  s tud ios  for  ar t is ts .  Th is
inc rease  i n  the  number  o f  s i t es
we now own,  not  onty  makes us
Less reL iant  on rented [easehoLd
proper ty  [wh ich can be sub jec t

to  la rge rent  increases as
proper ty  va lues increase] ,  but
aLso heLps us to  access the
necessary  f  inance to  invest  in
the expans ion o f  [ong term
soLut ions to  ar t is ts '  space
needs  i n  the  cap i taL .

We have been Leas ing a  Large
par t  o f  the Orsman Road com-
ptex s ince 1983 f rom a spec iaL is t
eng inee r ing  company ,  Research
Eng inee rs  L td . ,  p rov id ing  30
s tud ios  i n  16 ,000  sq  f t .  The
oppor tun i ty  to  buy the whole
si te arose two years ago with
the  saLe  o f  t he  company  and  the
re[ocat ion o f  the i r  operat ion to
ano the r  s i t e .

There are two aspects to our
devetopment  a t  Orsman Road.
The f  i rs t  is  the convers ion o f
fur ther  par ts  o f  the s i te  to
prov ide non-res ident ia I  s tud io
space for  ar t is ts  on our  wai t ing
L is t ,  The second is  a  major
bu i td ing pro jec t  to  c reate  8
work / t ive  un i ts  for  saLe on the
open market .

The sate of these units provides
the cross-subsidy to enable us
to afford to buy the site and to
maintain low-cost rbnts for
art ists in the studios. [Current
incLusive rents are f5.50/sq f t l
a n n u m . J

Acme Stud ios  0rsman Road,  showinq work / t i ve
deve[opment  in  co tour .



The s tud io  deve lopment ,
comp le ted  i n  Sep tember  and
now f  uL ty  occup ied ,  adds  ano the r
1 B  s t u d i o s  i n  1 0 , 5 0 0  s q  f t  t o
our  s tock o f  workspace un i ts
i n  L o n d o n .

The const ruc t ion o f  the B work /
l i ve  s tud ios  began  a t  t he  end  o f
JuLy,  and the pro jec t  is  due for
comptet ion in  February  next
year.  The work/ t ive uni ts have
been  ach ieved  by  add ing  an  add i -
t i onaL  f  | . oo r  t o  an  ex i s t i ng  s ing te
storey s t ruc ture .  The un i ts  are
des igned  so  tha t  t he  fo rmer
eng inee r ing  workshop  on  the
g round  f  Loo r  f o rms  the  s tud io
workspaces,  L inked to  new-bu iLd
res. ident iaL f  i rst  f  Loor areas by
sp i ra I  s ta i rcases.

The un i ts  vary  in  s ize  f rom
900 sq f t  [83.6  sq m)  to
2,190 sq f t  1203.45 sq m).

The  des ign  o f  t he  un i t s  makes
as much use as poss ib [e  o f  the

v i r tues and arch i tec tura I  s tyLe
o f  t he  o r i g ina Is t ruc tu re ;  bu i t t
in  the 1930s as a  P layer 's
Cigarette factory.  The skyl ights
in  the  o r i g inaL  s ingLe  s to rey
st ruc ture  have been opened
up to  create  fLoor  vo ids  above
which are  s i ted targe sky l ights
in  the new f i rs t  f toor  roof ,  f tood-
ing  day t i gh t  t h roughou t  each
un i t .  The  new a tumin ium-cLad
upper  s torey is  in  keep ing wi th
the  o r i g ina I  i ndus t r i aL  des ign  o f
the  s i t e .

0ur  work / t ive  un i ts  are  be ing
created in  marked cont ras t  to
the very  many,  so-caLLed,'  
L ive/work'  deve[opments

cur rent ly  be ing marketed
th roughou t  London .  The  ph iLos -
ophy  and  des ign  o f  t he  ma jo r i t y
of l ive/work schemes ptaces
the  emphas is  on  the  res iden t i a I
e lemen t ;  t he  work  space  i s
o f ten  smaLL  and ,  ove r  t ime ,
may cease to  be occup ied for
genu ine  emp loymen t  use .  O f ten

' I ive /work '  
i s  s impLy another

word for  
'Lo f t - t i v ing ' ,  

a  p iece o f
market ing that  has more to  do
wi th  L i fe  s ty te  asp i ra t ions than
der i v ing  f rom a  genu ine  need
for  peopte  to  work  f rom home.

As wi th  our  F i re  Sta t ion deve[op-
ment  in  GiL lender  St reet ,  E1L,
the  f  undamen ta I  f o rce  beh ind
our-  pro jec t  a t  0rsman Road is ,
f i rs t  and foremost ,  the need
for  ar t is ts  to  have adequate
workspace.  The use o f  these
workspaces is  max imised by
be ing  ab te ,  t i t e raLLy  i n  th i s
ins tance,  to  I ive  over  the shop.
The L iv ing e lements  are  neces-
sary  and anc iL [ary  to  the s tud ios .
I t  i s  the ar t is ts '  p ro fess ionaI
p rac t i ce ,  t he i r  need  fo r  s tud io
space,  that  dr ives the whote
des ign  and  ph i tosophy  o f  ou r
work /L ive scheme.

Ptease see betow for detaits of
the scheme and where to obtain
further informat ion.


