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r  THE SUGAR HOUSE
- NEW LOW.COST
WORK/LIVE RESIDENCY
PROGRAMME FOR
ARTISTS

In  0c tober  we | .aunched our
second major work/ t ive residen-
cy  programme for  v isuaI  ar t is ts .
Based  a t  The  Sugar  House  i n
London  E15 ,  t he  p ro jec t  bu i tds
on  and  comptemen ts  the
work /L ive scheme estabL ished in
1997 a t  our  nearby F i re  Sta t ion
bu iLd ing  i n  G i l t ende r  S t ree t ,  E14 .
L ike the F i re  Sta t ion,  th is  new
pro jec t  is  des igned in  response
to  the [ack o f  a f fordabLe space
in  London where ar t is ts  can
work  and l ive  and a ims to
a l tev ia te  f  inanc ia I  and pract ica I
pressures. A low rent reduces
the amount  o f  t ime ar t is ts  have
to  spend earn ing to  pay for
somewhere to l ive and work
and  inc reases  the  amoun t  o f
t ime for  the deve lopment  o f
the i r  prac t ice  and pro fess ionaL
ca reers.

The F i re  Sta t ion,  one o f  onLy
a  h a n d f  u I  o f  b u i L d i n g s  i n  t h e
Un i ted  K ingdom to  become
permanent  space for  ar t is ts ,
was purchased by Acme in
1996 .  W i th  the  heLp  o f  f  und ing
f rom the Nat ionaI  Lot tery
th rough  the  A r t s  Counc i I  o f
EngLand ,  t he  bu i td ing  was
restored and converted to pro-
v ide 1  2  work lL ive un i ts  and 6
non- res iden t i a I  s tud ios .  l n  1997
12 art ists were seLected f  rom a

na t i ona I  submiss ion  to  take  up
the f i rs t  3  year  res idenc ies  and
in  Apr iL  2001 the second 3  year
programme began.

The  o td  Sugar  House  i s  a
Vic tor ian warehouse once used
fo r  s to r i ng  and  packag ing  sugar
brought  up r iver  and unLoaded
on the ad jacent  whar f  a t  Three
MitLs WaLt River.  l t  now forms
par t  o f  a  bus iness v i I tage owned
and managed by the Boss
Group ,  s i t ua ted  i n  Sugar  House
Lane [which took i ts  name f rom
the  bu i td ing ) ,  t o  t he  sou th  o f
St ra t ford  High St reet .  The bu iLd-
ing is  c tose to  the Three Mi t ts
l s [and  f i [m  p roduc t i on  un i t  and
is  i n  an  a rea  wh ich  i s  becoming
increas ingty  devetoped as a
cent re  for  the creat ive  indus-
t r ies .  The Sugar  House pro jec t
has been devetoped in  par tner -
sh ip  wi th  So lon Co-operat ive
Hous ing Serv ices and the Boss
Group  and  i s  f unded  by  the
Hous ing Corporat ion,  St ra t ford
Development  Par tnersh i  p  and
Acme Stud ios .

The  bu i td ing  w i t t  be  managed
by Acme for ten years -  the f i rst
work/ l ive residency progra m me
wi t t  o f fer  5  un i ts  for  a  f ixed
term of  4  years  commencing in
April.2002.

The un i ts  are  s i tuated on the
f i rs t  and second f [oors  o f  the
bu iLd ing ,  t hose  on  the  second
fLoo r  be ing  doub te  he igh t  w i th
mezzanine s[eeping a reas
extend ing in to  the open roof
spaces.  The un i ts  have separate
k i tchens,  bathrooms and s tores,
w i th  open-p tan  work ing  and
l iv ing/s leep ing areas.  Acme

has worked closely with the
arch i tec ts ,  Survey & Des ign
Par tnersh ip ,  to  ach ieve f  lex ib te
un i ts  where the work ing areas
and  the  sense  o f  space  and  t i gh t
a re  max im ised .

The uni ts vary between 480
and  850  sq . f t .  and  a re  su i tabLe
for  occupat ion by two peopte .
The rents range between f92
a nd f  162 per week [ t400 to
t700  pe r  ca lendar  mon th l
i n c t u d i n g  h e a t i n g .

The  new scheme i s  be ing
promoted throughout  the
Un i ted  K ingdom f rom the  beg in -
n ing o f  October .  We ant ic ipate
that  there  wi [ [  be very  cons ider -
ab te  demand  and ,  as  w i th  the
Fi re  Sta t ion programmes,  have
estabL ished a  setect ion proce-
dure to  hetp  ensure that  space
is of fered to art ists who wit I
benef i t  most .

A  paneL  cons i s t i ng  o f  an
externaI  se lec tor  and three
members  o f  Acme's  s ta f f  w iL [
choose  the  success f  u t  appL i -
cants  based on proven need and
the i r  potent ia I  to  benef i t  f rom
the oppor tun i ty  o f fered.  They
are:  Naomi  Dines [Ar t is t ,  Sen ior
Lecturer  a t  Cent raL St .  Mar t in 's
Co[ [ege o f  Ar t  & Des ign and
Stud io  Manager ,  Occupa t ion
Stud ios),  Sarah Greengrass
l sen io r  Manager ,  Acme S tu -
diosl ,  Jane Leighton [Art ists '
L ia ison Of f icer ,  Acme Stud ios)
and Jonathan Harvey [Co-
Di rec tor ,  Acme Stud ios l .

The  scheme i s  open  to  appL i -
cat ions f  rom ar t is ts  aged 23 or
ove r  [ on  the  1s t  December  2001 ]
f rom anywhere in  the UK.  The


