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This bulletin is the first of

a series providing current
information about the work
of Acme Studios and high-
lighting new developments.
This information is also
available in large print

and on audio tape.

Acme Studios
- Aims

Our long-term
development plans
are to increase the
provision of:

¢ low-cost

* secure

* high-quality, and
* accessible

space for non-
commercial fine
artists in London.

-l STUDIOS FOR
 ARTISTS

. ACME STUDIOS is a London-

- based charity formed by artists
i in 1972. It supports the develop-
~ ment of fine art practice by

| providing artists with low-cost

~ studio and living space.

- Acme is the largest organisation |

of its kind in the United King-
dom and has helped over 4,000
artists with this fundamental
means of support. Acme is

. recognised as the leading
. development agency for artists’
- accommodation.

- In 1997 Acme secured Lottery

. funding to enable it to purchase
- and develop 2 of its studio

~ buildings. These buildings

- represent a significant step in

. achieving our long-term goal of
' securing a permanent and sus-

tainable network of affordable
studios for artists in London.

» We provide 467 studios in over
212,000 square feet in 12
studio blocks throughout East
and South East London at
inclusive rent levels between
£4.60 and £5.50/sq.ft./annum.

» We provide 33 units of

accommodation.

- = We provide a 3 year Work/Live

Residency Programme at our
fully accessible Fire Station
in Gillender Street, E14, for
12 artists.

* We maintain a register and
waiting list of artists seeking
non-residential studios in
London.

» We provide a nation-wide
free advisory service to artists
on all aspects of property
negotiation, conversion and
management.

* We provide a consultancy
service on studio provision to
a wide range of organisations
including funding bodies,
local authorities, other studio
organisations and develop-
ment agencies.

* We manage a major
international residency
programme for 6 foreign
agencies.

* We provide gallery space for
two important publicly-funded
galleries: Matt's Gallery and
The Showroom.

We work in partnership with
other housing associations.

We are co-ordinating a
major research project on
the History of Artists in East
London (1960-2000).

LONDON
ARTS BOARD
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B PURCHASE OF
ORSMAN ROAD

' STUDIOS, N1

- We recently purchased the
. freehold of this major studio

building in Hackney. We have
leased a part of the site since
1983, providing 30 studios in
16,000 sq.ft. 11-31 Orsman
Road was constructed in the
1930s as a Players Cigarette

- factory, becoming the head-

. quarters for a specialist engi-

. neering company in the early

- 70s. The opportunity to buy the
- whole site arose two years ago
. with the sale of the company,

Research Engineers, and

their relocation.

We have now embarked

on a development programme
- to convert space to create a
- further 13,000 sq. ft. of non-

residential studio space [now

~ allocated) on the site together
- with the construction of 8, part

new-build, work/live units.

These units, varying between
. 800 and 1,500 sq.ft., will provide

purpose-designed ground floor

' studio spaces with ancillary
~ first floor living spaces. The

units will be completed by

February next year and 125 year
- includes Victoria Park.

leases will be for sale. Full

details will be available from

early August.

The work/live units are
being developed on a ‘design
and build’ contract. Our project
team comprises: SIBMAR

. Construction (Contractor), Davis |
. will generally upgrade the

- site and provide a high standard
- of studios, with improved

- access, whilst crucially main-

- taining affordable rents.

Langdon & Everest [Quantity
Surveyors) and Buro Happold
(Structural Engineers).

The purchase of Orsman
Road not only secures the
building for the artists currently

- working there, but provides

- additional space for further

- artists from our waiting list.
. The development and sale of

the work/live units provides
necessary funds to help finance
the overall scheme. Without

- this component we could not

- have purchased the site
because we would not have
been able to maintain affordable
. rents for artists.

The acquisition of the building

- marks another step towards the
- achievement of our long-term

- goal, building on our lottery

. success with the purchase of

- Copperfield Road and Gillender

. Street, to move from the man-

- agement of inherently vulnerable
. leasehold stock to a permanent

- and sustainable network of

- studios for artists in London.

- NEW 30 YEAR

- LEASE FOR OUR

- STUDIOS IN ROBINSON
- ROAD, E2

' We have occupied this site
- between Robinson and Bonner

Roads in Bethnal Green since

1981. It consists of a collection
of Victorian factories, originally
manufacturing brushes. It pro-
vides 46 studios in 23,000 sq.ft.

. and the premises for The Show-
. room gallery in Bonner Road.

- The site is part of a much larg-

. er, mainly residential, estate

owned by the Crown which

We have now succeeded in

negotiating a new 30 year lease
- and will begin a major improve-
. ment programme later this

- year, in consultation with tenant
- artists, to be phased over the

next five years. This programme

The negotiation of a further

- 30 years at Robinson Road

~ helps underpin our long-term
. commitment to establishing a
- network of permanent studios
- in London.



