
Support ing art & art ists since 1972

This butletin is the first of
a series providing current
informat ion about the work
of Acme Studios and high-
l ig hting new developments.
This informat ion is also
available in large print
and on audio tape.

Acme Studios
- Aims

0ur [ong-term
development plans
are to increase the
provision of:
. low-cost
o Secure
.  h igh-qual i ty ,  and
o accessible
space for l lon-
commerciat f ine
art ists in London.

r  STUDIOS FOR
ARTISTS

ACME STUDIOS i s  a  London-
based char i ty formed by art ists
in  1972.  l t  suppor ts  the deveLop-
ment  o f  f ine  ar t  prac t ice  by
providing art ists with low-cost
s tud io  and  l i v i ng  space .

Acme is  the [argest  organ isat ion
o f  i t s  k ind  i n  t he  Un i ted  K ing -
dom and has heLped over  4 ,000
ar t is ts  w i th  th is  fundamentaI
means o f  suppor t .  Acme is
recognised as the lead ing
deve[opment  agency for  ar t is ts '
accommoda t ion .

ln 1997 Acme secured Lottery
fund ing to  enabte  i t  to  purchase
and deveLop 2 o f  i ts  s tud io
bu i td ings .  These  bu i td ings
represent  a  s ign i f icant  s tep in
ach iev ing our  Long- term goaI  o f
secu r ing  a  pe rmanen t  and  sus -
tainable network of  af fordable
s tud ios  for  ar t is ts  in  London.

.  We prov ide 467 s tud ios  in  over
212,000 square feet  in  12
stud io  b tocks throughout  East
and South  East  London at
inctusive rent Levels between
t4.60 and f  5 .50/sq . f t . lannum.

. We provide 33 uni ts of
accommoda t ion .

. We provide a 3 year Work/Live
Res idency Programme at  our
f  u tLy  access ib te  F i re  Sta t ion
in  GiLLender  St reet ,  E14,  for
12  a r t i s t s .

.  We main ta in  a  reg is ter  and
wai t ing l i s t  o f  ar t is ts  seek ing
non- res iden t i a I  s tud ios  i n
London .

.  We prov ide a  nat ion-wide
free advisory service to art ists
on a [ [  aspects  o f  proper ty
negot ia t ion,  convers ion and
ma nagemen t .

.  We provide a consuttancy
serv ice on s tud io  prov is ion to
a wide range o f  organ isat ions
inc tud ing  fund ing  bod ies ,
locaI  author i t ies ,  o ther  s tud io
organ isat ions a  nd deve lop-
men t  agenc ies .

.  We manage a major
i  n ternat ionaI  res idency
programme for  5  fore ign
agenc ies

. We provide gat lery space for
two impor tant  pubt icLy- funded
gal ter ies :  Mat t 's  Gat tery  and
The Showroom.

.  We work  in  par tnersh ip  wi th
o the r  hous ing  assoc ia t i ons .

.  We are  co-ord inat ing a
major research project on
the History of  Art ists in East
London  [1950-2000 ] .



r  PURCHASE OF
ORSMAN ROAD
STUDIOS,  N1

We recent ly purchased the
f reehotd  o f  th is  major  s tud io
bu i ld ing in  Hackney.  We have
Leased a  par t  o f  the s i te  s ince
1983 ,  p rov id ing  30  s tud ios  i n
16 ,000  sq . f t .  1  1 -31  Orsman
Road was const ruc ted in  the
1930s as a  PLayers  Cigaret te
fac tory ,  becoming the head-
quar ters  for  a  spec iaL is t  eng i -
nee r ing  company  i n  the  ea r t y
70s.  The oppor tun i ty  to  buy the
whole si te arose two years ago
wi th  the sate  o f  the company,
Research  Eng inee rs ,  and
the i r  re [ocat ion.

We have now embarked
on a  deve lopment  programme
to convert  space to create a
fu r the r  13 ,000  sq .  f t .  o f  non -
res ident iaL s tud io  space Inow
aLtocated)  on the s i te  together
wi th  the const ruc t ion o f  B,  par t
new-bu i l .d ,  work / [ ive  un i ts .
These un i ts ,  vary ing between
800  and  1 ,500  sq . f t . ,  w i t [  p rov ide
purpose -des igned  g round  f  Loo r
s tud io  spaces wi th  anc iLLary
f i rs t  fLoor  L iv ing spaces.  The
uni ts  w i t t  be compteted by
February next year and 1 25 year
Leases wiL t  be for  saLe.  Fut t
deta i ts  w i t t  be ava i tab[e  f rom
ear ty  August .

The work/ t ive uni ts are
be ing  deve toped  on  a  

' des ign

and bu i td '  cont rac t .  0ur  pro jec t
team compr i ses :  S IBMAR
Const ruc t ion ICont rac torJ ,  Dav is
Langdon & Everest  [Quant i ty
Surveyors l  and Buro HappoLd
[s t ruc tu ra t  Eng inee rs l .

The purchase o f  Orsman
Road not  onLy secures the
bui td ing for  the ar t is ts  cur rentLy
work ing there,  but  prov ides
add i t i ona I  space  fo r  f u r the r
ar t is ts  f rom our  wai t ing t is t .
The deve lopment  and sate  o f
the work/ t ive uni ts provides
necessary  f  unds to  hetp  f  inance
the overaLL scheme.  Wi thout
th i s  componen t  we  couLd  no t

have purchased the s i te
because we woutd not  have
been ab[e  to  main ta in  a f fordabte
rents for art ists.

The  acqu is i t i on  o f  t he  bu iLd ing
marks another step towards the
ach ievement  o f  our  long- term
goa[ ,  bu i td ing on our  lo t tery
success wi th  the purchase o f
Copper f ie ld  Road and Gi [ender
Street,  to move from the man-
agement  o f  inherent ly  vuLnerabte
Leasehold  s tock to  a  permanent
and susta inabte  network  o f
s tud ios  for  ar t is ts  in  London.

r NEW 30 YEAR
LEASE FOR OUR
STUDIOS IN ROBINSON
ROAD, E2

We have occup ied th is  s i te
be tween  Rob inson  and  Bonner
Roads  i n  Be thna l  Green  s ince
1981. l t  consists of  a col tect ion
of  V ic tor ian fac tor ies ,  or ig ina | "Ly
manufactur ing brushes.  l t  p ro-
v ides 46 s tud ios  in  23,000 sq. f t .
and the premises for  The Show-
room gaL le ry  i n  Bonner  Road .
The s i te  is  par t  o f  a  much [arg-
er ,  main ty  res ident iaL,  es ta te
owned by the Crown which
inc ludes V ic tor ia  Park .

We have now succeeded in
negot ia t ing a  new 30 year  lease
and  w i t t  beg in  a  ma jo r  improve -
ment  programme la ter  th is
year ,  in  consut ta t ion wi th  tenant
ar t is ts ,  to  be phased over  the
next  f ive  years .  Th is  programme
wiL[  generat ty  upgrade the
s i te  and prov ide a  h igh s tandard
of  s tud ios ,  w i th  improved
access,  whi ls t  c ruc ia t ty  main-
ta in ing a f fordabte  rents .

The  nego t ia t i on  o f  a  fu r the r
30 years  a t  Robinson Road
he tps  underp in  ou r  l ong - te rm
commi tmen t  t o  es tab t i sh ing  a
network  o f  permanent  s tud ios
i n  L o n d o n .


