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SUM PARTS                                                                           
Briony Anderson / Paul McGee, George Charman, Amy Gee, Adam Knight, Haroon Mirza, Emma Smith, K. Yoland

Curated by first year students on the MA Curating Contemporary Art (inspire) Royal College of Art 
Acme Project Space: 44 Bonner Road, London, E2 9JS
Private view: Thursday 9 June, 6pm - 8 pm
Open from 10 - 26 June, Thursday - Sunday, 12 - 6pm
Free Admission

Sum Parts brings together work by eight contemporary artists currently on residencies at Acme Studios, London. Inspired by the Penrose Triangle the exhibition explores how we might comprehend something as a whole while simultaneously understanding its composite parts. First drawn by Swedish artist Oscar Reutersvärd in 1934, the Triangle was popularised in the 1950s by mathematician Sir Roger Penrose, for whom it represented “impossibility in its purest form”. Whilst it can be understood pictorially in two-dimensions, it is un-renderable in three-dimensions and as an object only gains its form and unity through the cognition of the viewer.

The artists included in Sum Parts articulate the various complexities and possibilities of this idea, through works in a variety of media from sound installation and film, to photography and performance art. 

Briony Anderson and Paul MacGee’s video A discussion in the landscape about other things (2011) shows the artists having a subtitled conversation about everything other than the landscape around them. Exploring the negation of the visual surroundings, the work asks the viewer to look at the act of looking itself.
George Charman’s screenprints View (2008) and Journey (2010) challenge the rationality of the architectural structure by creating illusions of a physical object simultaneously protruding through and receding into space, encouraging the perception of alternative modes of existence.

Amy Gee’s Greenbooth (2010) and Greenbooth (microfilm) (2010) tell the story of a village in the North of England which went into decline and was eventually abandoned in order to build a reservoir. Greenbooth (2010) consists of two films showing footage of the reservoir, between which there are subtle visual and narrative differences. The accompanying microfilm combines factual research, the artist's findings and literary references relating to the history of the reservoir. It is only through the viewer’s subjective interaction with these various elements that a more complete sense of place emerges.

Adam Knight’s piece Attitudes (Trinity) (2008) takes a triangular diagram from the cover of a found 1960s psychology book relating ‘person – source – object’ and remakes it as a three dimensional Penrose Triangle.

Haroon Mirza’s UP (2010) adds sound to domestic objects to create uncanny, sometimes creature-like entities that exist within their own landscapes and atmospheres. They have their own multi-sensory language communicating with us through light and musical fragments.
Emma Smith has been commissioned to create a new intervention for Sum Parts. In contra accord (2011) will be a game of energy manipulation, spatial harmony, discordance and movement. Participants are invited to meet, encounter and play as part of an interactive performance in the space and each other devised by the artist. 
The event will take place on Thursday 16th June 2011 from 7-9pm. Places will be on a first come first serve basis. 
K. Yoland’s photographic series Yakuba (2009) unwraps ideas of locality and family relationships. The camera engages with two siblings who have not met for years,  but now live in contrasting environments in Paris and New York. There is an unmistakeable resemblance in their faces and an inherent awareness of each other’s existence, whilst the architectural framework in which they are photographed reminds the viewer of their differing situations.

ENDS

For further information please contact: 

Mariam Zulfiqar (Tel: 07989 356112) sumpartsexhibition@gmail.com
Acme Communication Officer (0208 981 6811) – jack@acme.org.uk
NOTES TO EDITORS

Sum Parts is curated by the first year students on the MA Curating Contemporary Art (inspire) Royal College of Art. It is a structured two-year course whereby students undertake a professional work placement at a leading visual arts institution. National hosts include: Victoria and Albert Museum, Tate Britain, Barbican, firstsite Colchester, Modern Art Oxford, Iniva, The Crafts Council, Arnolfini, Art on the Underground and Manchester Cornerhouse. 

Acme Studios is a London-based charity, formed by artists in 1972, which supports the development of fine art practice by providing artist with affordable studio and living space. Acme provides 425 studio units, runs work/live and studio residency schemes and manages an international residencies programme for visiting artists. Acme is recognised as the leading studio development organisation in England and has helped more than 5,000 artists with this fundamental means of support. Acme Studios is funded by Arts Council England. For more information please see http://www.acme.org.uk/
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The exhibition is supported by: 
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