
Bethnal Green s Robinson Road is noi

perhrps rhe mosr obvious place ro tind one

of  London's l ivet iesr  communir ies of

ertists. Indeed you would be forsiven for
nor even knowing rhar the buildings exisr,

hidden away as rhey are behind the
rradidonal Easr End renaces of Rob;nson

Road, E2. But the history of the Acne sire

in nany ways encapsulates the story of
London s indunri,l hisrory. From rhe boom

ofche 19th cemury, through to lhe gndual

econonic decline of the late 20rh cenury

and oow tuding a new unistic role as pm

of the regeneiatiotr of rhe ciry in the 21st

ceDrury, rhe Acne sire is borh hisrorical

and fotuard loohns.

originally a brush facloly, sone of rhe

buildings dare back as fa as rhe 1790s.

Built ar rhe height of rhe Industial

Revolurion, i!'s prorimity to the nerly

Regenfs Canal would have provided easy

transpon links ro rhe re* of the counr-a in

the pre railway era. The factory prospered

in rhe 19rh cenrury and iDdeed rhe

Ordnece Sufley nap of rhe alea for l9t,{,

srill shows rhe sne as beins used for rhe

production of brushes at rhar rime.

Ar sone srage during the inrer-war

period rhe usage of rhe sire alpeds ro have

changed fron brush to bedstead

manutacrure. Records wirh rhe local Esrare

Oftice shorr rh€ facrory as beins in acrive

use rhrough rhe l9t0s lnd inro rhe nid

1960s.  The c l inare o(  rhe t imes hrd

however moved iway from rh€ Eaditional
'heavy'indusrry 

of London's Easr End. Not

only wse rhe grear docks closins do*,n.

but dso a nyriad ofsnaller bur no less vnat

prns ol the working life of rhe cepn!]

including rhe Acne bedsrexd facrow.

For sone years rhe bu;ldings srood idie.

Their use $ an ourright indusrriat area was

no longer relr ro be acceptable, given rhe

proximily ot rhe residentirl properties

nearby and rhe lack of easy access. The

srfte fxcto.s also p.ecluded rhe si!e s

developnenr inro residenrirl unir:r.

The solurion, when ,r came, was fron an
unusual source. All rh.ough lhe 1980s, rhe
Easr End had begun ro arrracta new wave of
anisis aRracting no.e and more nedia
atrention as the deade wore on. In 1981,
rhe Acne Housing Asso.iarion, an

orgmisetion dealing exclusively wirh rhe
accommodarion needs of anists, made an
approach ro use rhe norv derelic! site. The

Crown Esrate saw this rs an ideai way !o
bnns back inro use rhese hisroric, yer now

run dor! buildings.

The buildings were Leased for an inirial

period, which was renewed h 2001 for a
funher 30 yeare. Ertensive spending has
been underraken by rhe Acne Housing

Associadon !o rhe buildings to bring rhem
up to modem stadards and some 40 work
srldios de qow ienied io a wide range of
disrs working io a variety of nedia. One
of lhe nore fanous nanes to be essociared

lvith rhe studios is Tin Sron€r, who
.€enrly wd ihe Beck s furuies prize for

being $e 'mosr promising arrisC.

E\hibidors are often held itr rhe sile saUery
in Bonner Rord, il we es.he nearb],
'Approach pub in Approach Road, E2.

Covering over 200 lers of Berhn.l

Green s history, The Crorvn Esrare is prold
ro endorse the new uses of rhese forner
,ndu$r;at buildings.

The Acne facrorv, 6 n,uged from rhe
Vi.ro.ir Park Esnre Or6.e. for furrher
inf;.nlrion of rhc lvork of !hc A.hc
r . ! 's ts .  pLetrse . r l l  Acme on 020 8981 6Et  l

Housing Web Watch
Tenant Participation Advtrory 5ervico

A noi proft making organiration TpA5
prov,cles informauon, adv ce vainiig
consuta.cy seminars and conferences on a
aspects of iivolviiS renanh in thek housnS
management. www.tPas_org.uk

Equal Opportunlries Commi$ion
The EOC challerges and acts d acatatyn fo.

change in employnenr pracrices. equat pay
retirement and pensiois. riahts for pregnant
women and pantme wo.kers, education and
va,n,n8. www.eoc.of g.uk

5helter

The national campaigning chanty fo.
homeless and badly holsed peop e.

Metropolltan Police

The websi te for  Londons poice serv ice
www.met.police.uk

Cet t ing comnrunir ies onl ine and dr iv ing
setuices foMard. www.renant$ontine.co.uk
'lnslde Housing'

Fo. the news, views and lobs n rhe woid
ofhousingr wwwinsidehouring.co.uk

C.own E tate Housilg

O!rveryown website.

www.crownestate..o.uklhousing

Savill carden

The websrte for the 'oasis 
of tranquiiity

located wirhi. the grounds of Windsor Crear
Park, one ofthe top hodicutturat centres n the
colntry and fudhermore pad of the Crown
Enate. wuv.savillaarden.co.uk

eu Know mar ans *eea, which : :
contains sone 23 Ctown t:l

Eshte owned fla!, wrs naned aft{j... ,
John tslip, a fomer Abboft ot 

':: 
I

Westninne. Abbey fton t5@ - 1532. '

He was respotsi e for the addftion ol
the )esus chapel otr the nonh anbulatori

aswe as cahPleting the nave
vaufting and deing the wen window


