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LEFT EANK

The symposium 'Push the Envelope'or  lu ly  19
at Eeaconsfield willeumine the geopolitics of
the Left Bank, *aminingthe onwad march of
rcgeieration ir Vauxhr, the astbaston ot
non gentrified sockty in a centra London
fveBide locatlon. Damien Hirst now has plan,
ning permisslon to open a complexofga leries
in NewpodSneet, dose to Beaconsl]eld;fur
therdown the road, Vau€ns, a oca stud o
pfovider, is oslng its spaceto deveopen.
Downriver, Taie Modem has conso idated a
new pro{ile forvisualart in Londof as ai inrer
nationaltourist attraclion. Speake6 nc ude
5h€ena Wagstaff, chief culator Tate N4oderni
aftist Tony cader prlncipal of ciq and 6u ilds
ofLondon A't School; chiefexecutive Space
stldiosAnna Hard ng, and anist.curator
Rlchard crayson.The day wi le id wi th compl ,
nrenhrydf nks to toastthe new No.th Lam
beih ads netwo*, Leftbanktutish. Formore
info and advancetlckets goto w\a!/.beacons
fi eld.ltd.uk/furure_prcjects.html. r

PECKHAM'S SKYRISES

Fifty new studios were made available to
a is ts  at  the end ofJune,  as pad ofa pad-
ne6hip between Acme Studios ard Batrat
Homes.  Si tualed in  Peckham wtth a r55 year
lease, The calle a Stud os wil hopefu ly
create an environment where iartists can
relar in the knowledge that thk unique
scheme a lows Acme to offer affordable
rents and ong term tenancies .  Pad funded
by Arts  Counci l  Englard,  the rew studio
bui ld i rg is  one o lonly  n ne permanent  nu-
d o bui ld ings out  of lo  in  London,  fou '  of
which are owned by Acme studios. Acfre
5tudios co.d i rector  Jonaihai  Haf tey was
'prcud that th is  schene has not justprovtd
ed j l  ad is tswi th a purpose designed p lace
to work,  bui  has d is t inguished The Cal ler ia
as a new, exci t ingand uniqueplaceto l ive.
Having proved the success o l ih is  scheme,
we hopeto workwi th developeB and local
authorities to help create the mixed{se
planning gain deve opments of the furure. '
Whereas Cl ive Fenton,  chai rman ofBairat t \
south region, comnented that ltl a rcady
dear ihat  our  rcs ident ia l  buyers at  The Cal ,
leria enjoy the idea ofhaving a colonl of

COMINCS AND GOINGS

After five yea6 asvisua adscuciorat Project
Ans Centre ir Dublin, CmntWatson is having
rchnd thk monthtotake upac!nror ia posi

tior at MuH(A,AntwelP. Watson has said of
his tine at Project, that' n the fiveyears thar I
havebeen in Dubl in  thevisualads scenehas
changed considerably,.eflecting a growing
sense of confi dence - and this is something
that I bel eve P'ojecthas been abeto con-
tribute towrds. l hope to continue mydose
connectlon with the lrsh art scene and thatth€
rcationshipsthat lhave deve oped hse wil
continue in a dlfferentcontet'.lt is planned
that a publication documenting Watson's erhj,
b tion progc nn me over the past five yem will

EIENNALE WATCH

This monththe Liguriar Riv era povdesrhe
beautifu backdrop to the td Biennale of Ceram.
ics in Contempo'arytut, which.uns fiom luly 9
io September ro underihe title'Undisciplined'
a refledion ofthebiennae\ aimto prcsenian
'urdisciplined' hyb disatiorofcennicsidesgn
and contemponry af. The bienna e occupies
the City Art 6a ery in Savona, the Man io Trucco
Ceramic Mus€un inA bisoa superiorc, theVilla
Jorn inAlbissola [4adnaand the PamriAd
Spaceo in vado Ligure, as wellas a numberof
outdoor sites. Amongthe blennale s se ectors
areSimon CroomofTate Liverpoo and Hans
U rich ob'istofthe Sepentine Callery, Lofdon
who have p umped for the likes ofLiam cillick,
Richard Ha,,kins, Runa slam and Coshka
i,4acuga, lonalhan Meese, Michelargeo Pisto
letio, Dav d Robbins, amofg many othe6.
For mofe info go to r,w.atlese.it.

Altemat ve y thse arc the cosmopoiitan
b ght lights ofsydney providingthe backdrcp to
therrih Biennaeofsydney (see Reviews pr4)
until August 27. lh dircctorCha/es Msewether
has codalled 85 aftists and collaborations fiom
5Zcilier, and inciuded artistr tom count.ies and
regions thal are rarclyrcpresented ii major
iniemaiional festivak and biennales.
Merewether commeited, 'Ihse is a strong
prcsenceofadists flon tfe Middle East, includ-
ing Pa estine, Lebanon,Inael, Egypt aid
Bahrain. There is an impodant rcpresenhrion
tfom Eastem Europe,the Ealtkand Balkan
Slates - includinganins from Russia, Latvia,
Albania, gosria and HeEegovina, Crcat a,
Ssbia and Montenegrc and Romania. IheE will
also be a much stronger pesence florn the
Asian region, especially India, lapan and China.'
Despite the opportunityfor docking up air miles
thai such a rlection demands, Merewether was

work ing ar t is ts  as thei r  neighbours. 'Fof
more info go to www.acme.org.uk.

Ihe Peckham Pier, desigfed bywillAlsop
aid situat€d opposiie his award-winring Pec[ham
Libnry will open th is autufrn.Ihe bu ldirg
extends out intothe neaiby squareand
appem to lloat from a nised patfom.ltwil
be underthe directotship aid auspices ofihe
al  -consuming UniveBi tyof theAds,  and i ls
gallerywill showcase a variety ofcontemporury
artwo*s and loca events. For mofe infogoto
w!/w.cambetuell.arls.ac.uk. I

PATLAS CLOSES

Pallas Studios faced doubleevction atthe end
of ast month afd has been forced io c ose
afterien years olwork in Dub in. The stldios
and ga ery in a semi.dselkt6os block olflats
have been reclaimed by p vare andlords and
Dubl in  c i ty  counci lp  or todemol i t ion and
redevelopnent. That Pallas srudior closed n
the same month that Dublin City Council
announced irs Afis seftices Pan 2006.09,
which outlines a commitmenito developwith
pafinels ? €nge ofinnovativeAds Inftastnrc-
tuml Projects', begs quenions aboutthe coui,
cil's commihentto its stated aims. Pa hs has
been in ongoing contact with the councilsinc€
r996, otrering its expedise as a poientalpart
ner to enable the City councilto fulfilpad of
its commitmentto eme.ging adists. Palas
Sludios di'ector Ma* Cullen comm€nted:
'Wherc is thevalue in top-down consuhantled
strategi€5, lf *istiig vibnnt adist-connected,
comnunity-conneded and adistkally
autononrous instiiutons such as Palhs are
a lowed to be squeered olt ofthe city bythe
twin prcssu.esofpr ivateand.nunkipa devel .
opmenf .  For fur therderai  s  gotoww.pal
hsstudios.org.I

BATHS REOPEN

Followirg many pub ic d€monstretions
concerningihe I'rlarch closure ofihe Orrn€au
Baths Cal lery in  Bel lasta id thedismissalof
Hugh Mullho land and staffGeeA'inotes
AMr9t ,Ar ts  Counc lNonhem treand has
lecently reopened the ga lerywith the tempoary
exhibiiion 'Coliecto6 colectlons' (June g rr),
fo lowed by an exhlbition oflrish tuagnum
photog'aphers. Such an anodyne prognmme
is quite cle/ly the antithesis of the former
OBC\ engagement with coftempolary ad,
both on a loca, nationaland irternational
level.ACNlhas lomed an inte.im management
for thevenue unt i l the OBC's boad fnds a
newdirector. Forfunher dehik go to
sW.arrscouncil n .ory |
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